Schoolbus Safety — Blind Spots and Proper
Mirror Use Meeting Kit
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WHAT'S AT STAKE

School buses are large vehicles with significant blind spots, making proper mirror
use crucial for safe operation. Failing to properly check mirrors and understand
blind spots can lead to devastating consequences, including collisions with
pedestrians, cyclists, and other vehicles. These incidents can result in serious
injuries or even fatalities, impacting not only the individuals involved but also
their families and the wider community. Ensuring we use our mirrors correctly and
understand our blind spots is a non-negotiable part of our responsibility as school
bus drivers.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Those Hidden Zones — Blind Spots We Can’t Ignore: Let’'s face it, school buses are
big, and being big means they’'ve got some pretty significant blind spots — those
areas around the bus you just can’t see in the mirrors. We'’re talking about areas
where a kid on a bike, a car trying to pass, or even another pedestrian can
completely disappear from view. These “no-zones” are a real safety hazard. Think
about it: right in front of the bus, a small child could be playing and you wouldn’t
see them. Along the sides, a car or bike could be right next to you, completely
hidden. And right behind the bus? You might not see someone walking or another
vehicle approaching. These blind spots aren’t static either; they change as the bus
moves, so we've got to be extra careful.

Why Mirrors Matter So Much: Now, even though we have these blind spots, our mirrors
are our best tools for seeing what’s going on around us. But here’s the catch: if our
mirrors aren’'t adjusted correctly, or if we’re not checking them often enough,
they’re not doing us any good. Badly adjusted mirrors basically make those blind
spots even bigger. And even if they’'re perfect, if we’re not checking them regularly,
we can easily lose track of what’s happening around the bus. That's when things get
dangerous. We could end up hitting a pedestrian crossing in front, a cyclist riding
alongside, or even another car. It’'s crucial to understand that mirrors don’t show
everything, and we need to use them correctly and often to stay safe.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Okay, so we know blind spots are a real thing, and we know our mirrors are key. Now,
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let’s talk about what we can do every single time we’re behind the wheel to keep our
students safe.

Setting Up for Success — Mirror Adjustment is Key:

Before you even start your route, take a minute — seriously, just a minute — to
adjust your mirrors. This isn’t something you should do on the fly. Get comfortable
in your seat and adjust all of your mirrors — inside, outside, and those little
convex mirrors too. The goal is to see as much as possible with minimal head
movement. The side mirrors should be adjusted so you can just barely see the side of
the bus in the mirror. This gives you the widest possible view of what’s beside you.

Checking, Checking, and Checking Again — Regular Mirror Checks:

Once you're on the road, it’'s all about regular mirror checks. We’'re talking every
5-8 seconds, ideally. It might seem like a lot, but it becomes a habit pretty
quickly. Don’t just glance; scan. Start with the inside rearview, then left side,
then right side, and repeat. This constant scanning helps you build a mental picture
of what'’s happening around you.

Knowing Your Limits: Understanding Blind Spots and Using Head Checks:

Even with perfectly adjusted mirrors and constant checks, you’'re still going to have
blind spots. It’'s just the nature of the beast. So, the key is to know where those
blind spots are for your specific bus. And when you’re about to change lanes, make a
turn, or merge, always do a head check. Don’'t just trust your mirrors. Turn your head
and physically look into that blind spot. It’s the only way to be absolutely sure
it’'s clear.

Being Extra Careful in High-Risk Areas:
There are certain places where we need to be extra vigilant:

e Intersections: Approach intersections slowly and cautiously, checking your
mirrors and blind spots thoroughly before proceeding.

e Bus Stops: Be extra aware of pedestrians, especially children, around bus stops.
Check your mirrors and blind spots carefully before pulling away from a stop.

e Areas with Pedestrians and Cyclists: Be extra cautious in areas where
pedestrians and cyclists are likely present, such as school zones, residential
areas, and parks.

FINAL WORD

We’ve talked about the dangers and what we can do about them. This isn’'t just about
reacting to problems but actively preventing them. Let’'s make proper mirror use and
blind spot awareness a core part of our driving routine. It's the best way to protect
the kids we’re responsible for.



