
Pre-use Checks for Specific Roofing
Equipment Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Roofing is a tough job, and it comes with its fair share of risks. We’re working at
heights, often in challenging weather conditions, and relying on our equipment to
keep us safe. That’s why pre-use checks are absolutely crucial. We’re not just
talking about saving time or avoiding minor inconveniences; we’re talking about
preventing serious accidents, injuries, and even fatalities. Think about it: a faulty
harness, a frayed rope, or a malfunctioning nail gun can have devastating
consequences. Taking a few minutes to inspect our equipment before each use can
literally be the difference between a safe workday and a tragedy.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
Using faulty or damaged roofing equipment can lead to a variety of dangerous
situations. Falls from heights are the most significant risk in roofing. Damaged
harnesses, lanyards, or anchor points can fail, leading to falls. Faulty ladders,
scaffolds, or aerial lifts can also contribute to fall hazards. Impact injuries from
malfunctioning nail guns, power tools, or falling debris from damaged equipment can
cause serious harm, including lacerations, fractures, and head trauma. Electrocution
is another serious danger, resulting from damaged electrical cords on power tools or
contact with power lines while using equipment near them. Finally, equipment failure
due to overuse, improper maintenance, or exposure to harsh weather can weaken
equipment over time, leading to unexpected failures during use and causing accidents.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
So, how do we prevent these dangers? The answer is thorough pre-use inspections. It
only takes a few minutes, but it can make all the difference. Let’s take a look at
what to check on some common roofing equipment, starting with personal fall arrest
systems.

Personal Fall Arrest Systems (PFAS) Inspection:

When inspecting a harness, look closely at the webbing for any cuts, tears,
abrasions, or chemical damage. Check the buckles and D-rings for distortion, cracks,
or corrosion. It’s also important to ensure the harness fits properly and is adjusted
correctly. For the lanyard, check for cuts, fraying, or broken fibers. Inspect the
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connectors to make sure they function properly and lock securely. Finally, when
checking anchor points, ensure they are secure and capable of supporting the required
load, looking for any signs of damage or corrosion.

Ladder Inspection:

When checking ladders, inspect the rails, rungs, and feet for damage, such as cracks,
bends, or missing parts. Pay close attention to the rung-to-rail connections to
ensure they are secure. Make sure the ladder is clean and free of grease, oil, or
other slippery substances. These can cause you to lose your footing. Also, check the
ladder’s weight capacity to ensure it is appropriate for the task, including your
weight and the weight of any tools or materials you’ll be carrying. For extension
ladders, check the rope and pulley system for wear and tear and ensure the locks
engage properly. For stepladders, ensure the spreaders are locked in the open
position.

Nail Gun Inspection:

For nail guns, check the air hose for leaks, cuts, or abrasions. Leaks can reduce the
tool’s power and cause it to malfunction. Ensure the safety mechanism (contact trip
or sequential trip) is functioning correctly. This is a critical safety feature to
prevent accidental nail discharge. Check the nail magazine for proper loading and
feeding. Jams or misfeeds can be dangerous. Also, check the depth adjustment to
ensure it is set correctly for the material being fastened.

Power Tool Inspection (Saws, Drills, etc.):

When inspecting other power tools like saws and drills, inspect the power cord for
damage, such as cuts, fraying, or exposed wires. This is a serious electrical hazard.
Ensure all guards and safety features are in place and functioning correctly. Guards
are designed to protect you from moving parts and debris. Check the tool’s moving
parts for proper lubrication and alignment. This ensures smooth operation and
prevents premature wear. For saws, check the blade for sharpness and damage. For
drills, check the chuck for secure bit retention.

General Pre-Use Check Practices:

Always consult the manufacturer’s instructions for specific inspection
procedures.
Remove any damaged equipment from service immediately and tag it “Do Not Use.”
Report any equipment defects or concerns to your supervisor.
Never use equipment you are not trained to operate.

FINAL WORD
Taking a few minutes for pre-use checks is an investment in your safety and the
safety of your coworkers. Being vigilant about equipment condition can significantly
reduce the risk of accidents and ensure a safe working environment on every roofing
job.


