OSHA Work Zone Traffic Safety Fact Sheet

A work zone safety handout including flagging lighting and other traffic control
devices.

Work Zone Traffic Safety

Transportation incidents and workers struck by vehicles or mobile equipment account
for the highest number of fatal work injuries, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Workers such as emergency responders, clean-up, utility, demolition,
construction, and others in areas where there are moving vehicles and traffic are
exposed to being struck-by moving vehicles. Work zones are used to move traffic in an
approved direction and are typically identified by signs, cones, barrels, and
barriers.

General

There must be a traffic control plan for the movement of vehicles in areas where
there are also workers conducting other tasks. Drivers, workers on foot, and
pedestrians must be able to see and understand the routes they are to follow. The
authority in charge, Federal, state, or local, will determine the configuration of
the temporary traffic control zone for motorists and pedestrians. The construction
project manager will determine the internal traffic control plan within the
construction/demolition worksite. When there are several projects, coordinated
vehicle routes and..
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