
Ladder Inspection Fatality File

Worker Dies from Fall Due to Defective Ladder
In August 2024, a tragic incident occurred when an employee fell from a ladder and
sustained fatal head injuries. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) reported that the employee was using a ladder that was defective, leading to
the fall. The ladder’s condition had not been properly inspected before use, and the
defects were not identified or addressed. As a result, the ladder failed during use,
causing the employee to fall and suffer fatal injuries.

This incident underscores the critical importance of regular ladder inspections and
maintenance. Employers are required to ensure that all ladders are in safe working
condition and free from defects. Regular inspections can identify issues such as
broken rungs, loose hardware, or structural weaknesses that could lead to accidents.
Proper training for employees on how to inspect ladders and recognize potential
hazards is also essential.

To prevent such tragedies, it’s vital to implement a comprehensive ladder safety
program that includes routine inspections, maintenance, and employee training.
Ensuring that all ladders meet safety standards and are suitable for the intended
task can significantly reduce the risk of falls and related injuries.
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