Gatech How to Prevent Trenching Accidents

Easy to use handout and diagram on techniques and tips to prevent trenching
accidents.
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How to Prevent Trenching Accidents

Georgla Tech'’s $afely and Health Consultation Program is a free and confidential service funded by the
U5 Department of Labor and available fo small businesses in the state of Georgia.

In erenches deeper than four feer. locare means of exir, such as
ladders ar SIE[IS, 50 r]'lc:r are no maore than 25 feer of travel
From amywhere in the mrench.

Vibsarions from construcion EquIpmEnt,
nearhy constmucTion npuu.li.:-lu. raffic, erc.,
creare hazards. Yoo may need o slope your
trench less smeeply. inspect your shoring maore

For lrl.'l'll.'l'xﬁ maore ':th'l ::-!\'E rﬂl.": \.II.'I.'I:I. Fll:lr.h.'
the sides no more than 1.5 m | unless yow
da':sil:_r‘ the sotl as T vpe A, B, or C. Okher
altermarives are vo use shoning or a mench bax

aften, and lower the soil dassificarion® from
Type Aw B or O, or Type B o C.

Stare all materials ar lease rwo

feer from the edge of the mench.

Keep heawy loads of all
kinds as far from a trench
as p-clss:hh.'.

Keep excavared maserials ar
beasz rwo Feer back from the

edpe af the trench.

[Dan't allow wazer to acoamuolare i a i 5 o
Always check with urility comipanies or the "one-call

system” hefore digging. Locane all ululz!i:n:-lmd
urilities near the ceenching operation. Suppor any
urilities adjacens o or crossing the mrench. Overhead
power lines are also a poteniial harard.

rench. Warer reduces soil stabilny, and its
pressnce may cause you to lower the soil
classificarion from I:rp-.' Ao BorC or
Type B C.

*Sail daseificarion murt be performed by o comepesent
Jrersan ™ wring arceptabde viswad o murnmal teses mch @

idhase moded Far ..-I_ppﬂ.'d'u' A, P.r.rs_gulﬁ'.l ful

A comperent persen™ must inspect the mrench, adjcens areas,
and any progecrive systems for possible cave-ins, failure of
PrOLECEEVEe SYFSICMmE, l'lJI.er.v:ll.ls Flaaies ri'll.'rl.'s. [ ) I:llhl.'r I'l_l.tirljl:‘-ls

aw 4 I U 73 'y i ‘s i T i i
A comperent persan iz one wibo & spable of ideneifying comaditions. Inspecticns muss be performed daily: befure work

exisring and predicralle bazards fn ohe serroundings, or
working comditions thar are wuzanisery, hazardous, or
daregerons, and wia fus the authority to twhe prompt
corrective meanires fo eliminate them.

hl.'r_ilu. ':hmu['_hl:ll.l.l I'J'lE ﬁhi{:. J.ll.l.‘l J.EI.'r CWETY r]i!'ls“.'lrm or I:lll'lCJ'
hazard-increasing accurrence.
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